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Ever outward 
 

Poet Rainer Maria Rilke said, “I live my life in widening 
circles that reach out across the world.” Indeed, we all 
do. As newborns, we focus only on ourselves. But as we 
grow, little by little we learn that the people and things 
around us are separate from us. Soon we can attend to 
others’ actions, needs and feelings. Like ripples from a 
stone dropped in water, our circles of care widen from 
family (biological or otherwise) to friends (playmates, 
classmates, colleagues), church family, community, 
country and finally even people across the globe. 

The ministries of Jesus and his disciples also were 
widening circles: first “to the lost sheep of 
Israel” (Matthew 10:6; 15:24, NIV) but soon to “all 
nations” (Matthew 28:19). Early church leaders took the 
gospel message ever outward, as Jesus had directed 
them: first to Jerusalem, then Judea and Samaria, and 
finally even “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8, NIV). 

As our faith matures, our impact spreads outward too. 

Some people move geographically farther from home, 

while others use prayer, communication and 

technology to widen their reach of spiritual, emotional 

and financial support. How exciting that God’s love 

encircles us all and that we can share it far and wide! 

                          Taken from Newsletter.newsletter for churches 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 

4 

9am & 10:30 

Worship with 

communion 

5 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

6 

1pm Staff meeting 

4pm Fellowship 

meeting 

5pm TOPS 

6 pm Property 

meeting 

6:30 Cadillac 

Comm. Chorus 

6:30 Worship & 

Music Meeting 

7 

1pm Prayer 

Shawl meeting 

 

1pm Bulletin 

Deadline 

8 

 

1pm COA 

Meeting 

9 

Tower Topics 

Deadline 

10 

11 

Rally Day 

God’s Work Our 

Hands 

9am & 10:30 

Worship 

9:45 

confirmation 

meeting 

12 

9:30 Stitchery 

1pm Philharmonic 

1pm Evangelism 

4pm Outreach 

5pm TOPS 

6:30 Cadillac 

Comm. Chorus 

5:30 COA Meeting 

13 

11am COA meeting 

1pm Staff Meeting 

4pm Book Club 

5:15 Executive 

Meeting 

14 

1pm Bulletin 

Deadline 

6:30 Finance 

Meeting 

15 

12pm Lunch 

Bunch 

16 17 

18 

9am & 10:30 

Worship with 

communion 

19 

5pm TOPS 

6:30 Cadillac 

Comm. Chorus 

7pm Cadillac 

Welcom Club 

20 

1pm Staff meeting 

6:30 Council 

meeting 

21 

1pm Bulletin 

Deadline 

 

22 

 

23 24 

12pm Soup for 

Seniors 

25 

9am & 10:30 

Worship  

9:15 Sunday 

School 

Noisy offering, 

food pantry & 

Name tag 

Sunday 

26 

9:30 Stitchery 

5pm TOPS 

27 28 

1pm Bulletin 

Deadline 

29 30  
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Thoughts from Pastor Scott 
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This month I’m sharing a written report that 
was shared with the congregation council in 
July. I’ve had questions about both of these 
topics, so I share them here as a way to 
update you. 
 
Conversations that Matter 
 

I held 5 sessions that averaged 5 people 
(some with 4, some with 5, some with 6). We 
worked through the ELCA statement on 
abortion. Many different points of view were 
shared, many personal stories were 
articulated, and much good conversation took 
place. Some have asked that we gather for 
more of these conversations with a similar 
format. I think it is wise to limit these heavy 
conversations to one a year. So, perhaps 
“Conversations that Matter” will return in 
2023 with a different topic. I do, however, 
hope to offer an adult study this fall, but have 
not yet determined what I will teach. 
 
Events for kids 
 

Ministry to kids and families continues to be 
different than it was “before covid.” This was 
seen in all three recent activities geared 
toward children and youth. We simply don’t 
have as many children and youth 
participating in activities offered through 
Zion. However, the parable Jesus tells about 
the mustard seed strikes me as true. What 
begins as the smallest of all seeds can 
sometimes become the greatest of all trees. 
 
The Mission Trip 
 

The Mission trip took place with 5 kids and 2 
adults. By all accounts the trip was a success 
as our kids met a community and a people 

that they had not known before. I knew the 
mission trip had born fruit when 2 of our kids 
came to softball and had a rhythm to their 
conversation that was not there previously. A 
shared experience serving and learning about 
faith continues to prove important for our 
young people. Thank you to Kendra and Niki 
for leading this trip. 
 
Vacation Bible School 
 

VBS had 4-5 kids participate this year. This is 
a steep decline than “before covid.” The 
hopeful part is that it was the same 4-5 kids 
all week, which means these kids had a 
positive experience. The education committee 
will be in conversation about the offerings for 
elementary aged kids next summer, as the 
resources involved in putting on VBS is not 
likely to make sense for so few participants. 
And yet, those who did show up will tell you 
something holy happened over the week. 
Thank you to Jen Mazza who pulled this 
week together, and for the many adult and 
youth volunteers that participated throughout 
the week. 
 
Camp 
 

Camp had 4 kids from Zion participate. It 
was the final week of camp for the year and 
the least attended of any of the weeks. All 4 
said they would go again, which I take to 
mean they had a good experience.  
                                            con’t on page 5) 
 
 
 



Ministries Coordinator Report Ministry at Zion 

continues to evolve.  As always, I am amazed 

at the incredible people God has gathered 

here and the ways he keeps moving us 

forward. In September, I’m particularly excited 

about Rally Day on Sept 11. We will be joining 

many other ELCA congregations in serving 

our community by taking part in several 

different serving opportunities on the same 

day as other churches. This event reflects a 

movement that I’ve sensed at Zion. It’s a 

desire to reach out beyond the walls of our 

church more– to walk beside and serve our 

neighbors as a church as well as to be a part 

of something bigger than ourselves. I’m also 

excited for Rally Day because it marks the 

restarting of several ministries that were 

either on summer break or suspended 

because of Covid. Some are coming back in 

a more traditional manner and some are 

trying something new. Our ensemble, Sunday 

School classes, prayer shawl, Saturday Soup 

for Seniors, and Kids Hope mentoring all 

anticipate being blessed by a few different 

faces in the group as they begin again this 

fall. Seeing these ministries return, but never 

exactly the same as the year before, reminds 

me that God keeps bringing us new and 

meaningful ways of being together, serving 

together, and growing together. For that, I am 

grateful.  

In His Service,        Val  

Ministry  

     Coordinator 

            Val Hanson 
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Thoughts from    

Pastor Scott 

(Con’t from page 4) 

 

Camp overall was 
different this year than 
“before covid.” And yet, 
camp continues to hold an 
important place. Thank 
you to Scott Runyon who 
spent 3 days at camp with 
our youth. 

              _________ 

I suggest we not 
underestimate these 
“mustard seed” size 
events for our young 
people. All it takes is a 
little for God to create 
something beautiful. My 
hope is this is the 
beginning of re-imagining 
what youth and family 
ministry will look like for 
Zion. Even if it is not 
that, I hear faith was 
encouraged and sustained 
in these smaller than 
usual events. 

Blessed to be your pastor, 

                           Pr. Scott 



     Activities at Zion 

Join us Saturday, October 1, for a fun fall 

hike and picnic. We will meet at the 

pavilion near the frisbee golf course on 

the non-lake side of Kenwood Park @ 4:00 

p.m. We then will walk over to the Carl T. 

Johnson 2.5 mile Heritage Nature Trail. 

This is a very easy, flat course. You may 

walk at whatever pace is comfortable for 

you and walk as much as you desire. If you 

don't wish to hike, stay at the pavilion and 

enjoy fellowship or come around 5:30 

p.m., when we'll enjoy a picnic dinner. 

All food will be supplied by the 

Fellowship Committee. Watch for a 

sign up early in September. We hope 

to see many of you on October 1.  

 

Rally Day is coming Sept. 11.  We 
will have a meal after the 10:30 
Worship service.  Following the 
meal, you will have the opportunity 
to participate in the ELCA's God's 
Works—Our Hands day by going 
into the community to serve.  There 
will be sign ups for 7 different 
serving opportunities in the 
fellowship hall.  
*there will also be a sign up to 
provide food, or help with 
cleaning up after the meal. 

             Rally Day 

 God’s Works-Our Hands 

Saturday Soup for 

Seniors Returning 

Our monthly Saturday Soup 

lunches for seniors will 

return on September 24th. 

They will be held at noon 

on the fourth Saturday of 

each month, except for the 

month of December. 

These lunches are a time 

for seniors to come 

together for a delicious 

meal and to enjoy a time of 

fellowship. There is no 

charge for the luncheons, 

but we do ask you let us 

know you're coming so we 

have enough soup. 

Looking for crafters! 

Zion's Annual Festive 

Fall Craft Show will be 

Saturday, October 15. 

If you or someone you 

know is a crafter and 

would like to have a 

booth in our show, 

please contact Marilyn 

Bridges.  Booth space 

is limited, so be sure 

you get your 

application in early! 
 

  

 

Lunch Bunch will meet 

September 15th at Helsel’s 

13th Street Market at noon. 

The book club will be 

meeting Tuesday, September 

13th at 4:00 p.m. They will be 

discussing the book The 

Midwife of Hope River by 

Patricia Harman. The hostess 

is Rhea Carey. 
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Two of our very favorite “faces of Zion.” 

Our Ministry Coordinator, Val Hanson 

and our Office Manager, Kendra 

Vandervelde. 

These two ladies keep Zion Church 

running smoothly with a smile, either on 

the phone or in person at the church. 

Their dedication, efficiency and “good 

souls” fill our church office with a 

contagious energy.   

Their warmth and friendliness touch us 

all.  We are blessed to have them. 

             Thank you, Val and Kendra 

From all of us who appreciate you so much. 

“Go in peace. Serve the Lord.”  These are the 

final words we hear as we leave the service 

each Sunday.  

Are we listening?  Perhaps these are the most 

important  words of the entire service.  

We each come to church with our own set of 

concerns, seeking answers—comfort—

enlightenment—forgiveness and peace. 

We come because we believe there is a God.  A 

God who listens; who cares for us as a father 

cares for his children; who knows our needs 

and will provide for us.  We ask His forgiveness 

for our wrongs, ask for assistance to live in a 

way pleasing to Him and  we thank and we 

praise Him with our liturgy and song.  And as 

we complete our weekly pilgrimage to our 

communal house of worship, we are given the 

command to “go in peace and serve the Lord. 

This is a challenge for each of us.  We may not 

know how to let go of any situation that is 

disturbing our peace—or how we might 

actually serve the Lord as we walk out of the 

Sanctuary, yet those words are for each one of 

us who have just spent an hour confessing our 

sins, receiving forgiveness and professing our 

faith. 

To go forth in peace involves our acceptance, 

our willingness to believe in the power we have 

worshipped, know His Presence in every 

situation and circumstance we are experiencing 

in our lives and  serve Him by  giving Him our 

trust, in our thoughts and in our deeds. 

The next time we hear those words…….may we 

truly   “go in peace and serve the Lord.” 
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Focus 
Kids Hope is a national mentoring program that matches one church with 
one school. We are blessed to partner with Forest View Elementary 
School in Cadillac. Each mentor is matched with a child, and they meet 
for one hour per week. Since prayer is an integral part of this ministry, 
each mentor is supported by a prayer partner. 
 
One Blessing From This Ministry 
The blessings in this ministry are many. Each child receives 
unconditional love and friendship and is excited to spend time each week 
with their mentor. Mentors see their child’s progress over the year, 
both academically and socially. 
 

I spent almost every Monday with Mariah this past school year. She 
would walk out of her classroom with a giant smile and excitement to 
see what the day’s activity would include. It wasn’t until a few months 
into the school year that I learned that she was struggling with 
attendance. One Monday afternoon her teacher came to me after our 
hour together and thanked me for my commitment to Mariah. She knew 
that because I showed up on Mondays, she would be at school. 
 
Schedule 
Each mentor commits to spending one hour each week with their 
student at Forest View Elementary School, and their prayer partner 
prays for them. Throughout the year the mentors enjoy a Christmas, ice 
skating, and end-of-the-year party with the kids. 
 
A Prayer Request 
Keep praying for mentors for the students from Forest View who need 
mentors. Please pray for these men and women who are being called to 
be a mentor. The number of students who need a mentor continues to 
grow. 
 
-Niki Schultz, Zion’s Kids Hope Director 
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       Carter L        09/14 

       Pam D         09/16 

       Ava L       09/17 

Leanna J            09/01     Joyce J            09/18 

Janet W                 09/01     Rod G              09/21 

Joanne B          09/03     Bob S               09/21 

Bob L   09/03           Hadley H       09/21 

Robert S           09/03            Elijah K           09/22 

Mike U           09/04             Woodie D        09/23 

Ethan B           09/04             Niki S                09/24 

Terry K        09/08             Autumn V   09/26 

Dezi T        09/09             Dianne N       09/27 

Ada K        09/10             Erica C        09/27 

Deb B        09/10             Linda R             09/28 

Henrik K        09/10             Adam H          09/29 

Matthew S          09/11            Ty W               09/29 

Bruce B                09/11            Tara M              09/29 

Devin T        09/13            Scott R              09/30 

Emsley B                 09/13 

Liz B                     09/13 
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Fall Harvest benefiting our Socks                                                              
and Underwear Ministry 

Summer seems to have flown by, and 
September is just around the corner. In 
addition to the return of school, our Fall 
Harvest benefiting our Socks and Underwear 
Ministry will return. Watch for the basket of 
apples to appear in the Fellowship Hall at 
church in September. When it does, take an 
apple (or several), purchase the item listed 
on the sticker attached to the apple, and 
return the purchased item to the collection 
basket. If you prefer to give a monetary 
donation, checks or cash donations are 
always welcome and appreciated. Just make 
note that the gift is for the Socks and 
Underwear Ministry. Checks should be made 
out to Zion Lutheran Church. 

For those unfamiliar with our Fall Harvest, it 
benefits our Socks and Underwear Ministry. 
Throughout the year, we give new socks and 
underwear to those in need in our 
community. Then each December, the 
community comes together in an event 
known as Project Christmas to provide a 
merry Christmas to those needing help. In 
2021, Zion provided socks and underwear to 
1,978 adults and children. Your help in 
refilling our stock of socks and underwear in 
anticipation of Project Christmas is vitally 
important. 

Thank you for providing for 
little ones in need 

Thank you for your generous 
support of our July 31 "Noisy" 
offering. We were able to provide 
the Carol Chickola Baby Layette 
Ministry with $280.48. These 
funds will help them continue 
their mission of providing baby 
items for little ones in need. The 
ministry divides items between 
Oasis, here in Cadillac, and the 
War Memorial Hospital, in Sault 
Saint Marie. 

Supporting our Socks and 
Underwear Ministry 

In addition to our annual fall 
collection of items for our Socks 
and Underwear Ministry, our 
September 25 Noisy Offering is 
also designated to support this 
important ministry. As a 
congregation, your generosity 
and support of this ministry is 
awesome, but every penny, 
dime, nickel, and quarter help us 
provide the thousands of needed 
articles. So, gather up your loose 
change (or bills) and help make a 
loud noise of caring September 
25. 

 

 
Noisy Offering  

   In Action 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

New prayer requests or updates as of September 4: 
*Wendy M, Health concerns 

*Gary E, Friend of Dan and Sherry S, Cancer 

*Tim S son-in-law of Lee and Peggy J, waiting for medical test  results 

*Vern D, health concerns 

*Fatima, Nailya C’s sister, lives in Ukraine 

 
 
Please note …   Friends and family members will be 
listed for one month. Please contact the church office 
after the one month period if 
you wish them to be included 
another month. 

 
 
Continuing prayer 
      requests: 
*Deb B 
*Allena M 
*Janet S 
*Nancy G 
 
 
 
To add a prayer request to our list, please contact Pastor Scott or email 
zionlutherancadillac@gmail.com 
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Recent deaths within our church 

family: 

Cathleen T        July 11, 2022 

Robert H           July 29, 2022  

Char D             August 13 2022 

Please remember their  

  families in your prayers. 

 

Thank you for your kind words and lovely cards. Your caring and  

concern do not go unnoticed.  It does help having your support. 

Love, Debbie K 

mailto:zionlutherancadillac@gmail.com


       



 

           Love 

   In The Name of  

          Christ 

 

Love In the Name of Christ is here to help you actively live out your faith by 

lovingly serving in your community and church. 

By volunteering in your church and in our office, you are making disciples, 

reaching the lost, feeding the hungry and ultimately striving to love others 

like Jesus does. 

Volunteer opportunities include: 

Connection Center Volunteers at Love INC office 

Resale store volunteers in Manton & Reed City 

Transportation to medical appointments 

Driver/loader for furniture donations  with our trailer 

Skilled volunteers—builders, plumbers, and electricians 

Higher Ground Learning Center, fall and spring sessions 

Delivering Bibles to homes—Wexford & Osceola Counties  

Box truck driver to Hudsonville, MI  on a rotational schedule 

Volunteers are needed. 

Please call  231-779-1888 to learn more about volunteering at Love 

in the Name of Christ of Wexford and Osceola Counties. 
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   TIME 

     FOR 

    A 

    SMILE 

 

Take a break and enjoy this work-
related humor! 

• My first job was in an orange 
juice factory. I got canned 
because I couldn’t 
concentrate. 

• When I couldn’t hack it as a 
lumberjack, I got the ax. 

• I wasn’t suited to being a 
tailor. 

• Working in the muffler factory 
was too exhausting. 

• I was a banker … until I lost 
interest. 

• I realized there was no future 
in being a historian.  

• Any way I sliced it, I couldn’t 
cut the mustard at the deli. 

• I studied to become a 
doctor but had no patients. 

• My job at the coffee shop was 
always the same old grind.  

• When I worked as a plumber, 
the tasks were too draining. 

• I was hired at a gym but 
wasn’t fit for the job. 

      Finally, I got a job at a bakery;     

 I kneaded dough! 

 The police came 

round last  night 

and told me my 

dogs were chasing 

people on bikes. 

My dogs don’t 

even have bikes!! 
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